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SALT RIVER
WATERSHED NEWS
Restoring a historic waterway while preserving an agricultural heritage

Who are we?
The Salt River Watershed Council
(SRWC) board includes: Dennis
DelBiaggio (chairman), Denver Nelson
(vice chairman), David Carr (treasurer),
Carol Lee (secretary), Ann Barbata,
Don Hindley, Jay Parrish, Jay Russ, Joe
Russ and John Vernon.

What is our purpose?
Once the restoration project is
completed, it is the SRWC’s
responsibility to:
• achieve a balance between
agricultural use and environmental
concerns
• encourage stewardship for the
preservation of the Salt River
Watershed, its habitat and wildlife
• educate the community on the
importance of this watershed
• collaborate with local watershed
groups and government agencies
• obtain funding to monitor and
maintain this vital resource.

Phase 2 of the Salt River Ecosystem Restoration
Project to continue in June 2017!
Due to the hard work of landowners and project partners, the Humboldt County
Resource Conservation District (HCRCD), the lead agency on the project, anticipates
going to construction in June 2017 with a project that will restore the connection
from the Salt River to the lower portion of Francis Creek. The HCRCD continues to
work with landowners to expand the 2017 footprint, and expects to release the
project for bid in Spring 2017.
This section of the project will include a Sediment Management Area (SMA)
approximately six acres in size. The SMA will collect sediment from Francis Creek
allowing the main channel of the Salt River to flow properly out to the Eel River.
Over time, accumulated sediment in the SMA will need to be removed. The SMA
will be located on Andy Albin’s property and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service's (NRCS) floodplain easement. (see map on page 3).
All necessary funding is in place and all legal documents have been signed for the
2017 construction season. The documents include:
Landowner Agreement This is an agreement that all landowners who are in the
project footprint sign. The landowner agreement transfers with the property,
although some grants which fund the project stipulate that the current landowner
must also sign the agreement. Having current landowners sign the agreement
assures that they are “on board” with the project. (continued on page 2)
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) In the case of the 2017 construction
season, a MOU document was developed that defines the role of the landowner
and the HCRCD for monitoring and maintenance of the Sediment Management
Area (SMA).
Temporary Construction Easement This is a typical legal document that establishes
the construction footprint, construction period, description of construction activities,
and provides permission for the HCRCD to perform restoration. This document is
key for construction to move forward throughout the entire season.

Grants and Donations help
keep the Salt River Alive!
Over this past year, the Sequoia Park Zoo
Foundation ($1,500), the American
Association of Zoo Keepers ($500) and the
Hanford ARC Company ($5,000) made
donations to help keep the Salt River alive.
Each organization acknowledged the
importance of the Salt River Ecosystem
Restoration Project for its conservation
efforts.

About 100,000 cubic yards of sediment will be removed during the 2017
construction season. As the SRERP moves forward each year, locations must be
contracted to receive the sediment. Over the last several years, a number of local
ranchers have agreed to receive the sediment on their property. When an
agreement has been secured for sediment reuse, the rancher must take the land out
of agricultural production. When the land is unusable due to sediment reuse, the
rancher is financially compensated. When the sediment is delivered to the preapproved upland site, it is the rancher’s responsibility to spread and reseed it. The
sediment can not be used to fill in swales where rain water accumulates. By
distributing the project sediment to local ranches, the transportation costs are
greatly reduced.

The Sequoia Park Zoo Foundation’s
donation was made through the Quarters
for Conservation program. According to
the foundation, the Salt River project was
selected “to represent one of three
conservation projects. This program
surcharges $.25 per paid admission ticket
for local conservation projects and visitors
are allowed to vote with a token on which of
the three projects they would like to
support. This local project was the most
popular during the six months after tokens
were tallied.”
During the 2014 and 2015 construction
seasons, the Salt River restoration work was
managed by Hanford Applied Restoration &
Conservation (Hanford A.R.C.) of Sonoma,
California. Late last year, Hanford made a
donation to the SRWC to assist in our
continuing education and outreach
activities.
SRWC Secretary, Carol Lee, has been
writing grants in support of the SRWC’s
outreach program. This year the Rose
Foundation awarded a grant of $3,000 to
continue our publication and distribution of
newsletters and public events.
The SRWC board thanks all of the
contributors for keeping the Salt River alive
and helping us get the word out!

Thank You!
The SRWC would like to thank the following individuals for their time and effort in
assisting with the negotiation process this year and helping ensure that the Salt
River project will continue toward completion.
• Andy Albin, landowner
• Michael Bowen, California Coastal Conservancy
• Jared Huffman, U.S. Representative
• Alan Forkey, Natural Resources Conservation Services
• Jon Shultz, Natural Resources Conservation Services
• Rex Bohn, Humboldt County Board of Supervisors
• Mark Wheetley, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
• Jeremy Svehla, GHD Engineering
• Jill Demers, Humboldt County Resource Conservation District
• Dennis DelBiaggo, Salt River Watershed Council
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The map above shows the SRERP 2017 construction footprint in blue. The red dotted line shows the NRCS floodplain easement
across Andy Albin’s property. The large blue area above the Ferndale water treatment plant
is where the SMA will be located. Francis
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The Yellow area on the map is the continuation of the Salt River as it moves toward the highway 211 bridge. If negotiations between
all parties are successful, further restoration upstream of the blue area may occur during the 2017 construction season. If there are no
further construction delays, the entire Salt River channel excavation is anticipated to be complete by the end of 2018.
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Thank you!
The SRWC would like to thank the following funding organizations that provided grant money for the 2017 construction season of the
Salt River Ecosystem Restoration Project. The estimated cost will be $4 million.
•
•
•
•
•

Department of Water Resources (Proposition 84, Flood Corridor Program, and Urban Streams Restoration Grant Program)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Fisheries Restoration Grant Program and Watershed Restoration Grant Program)
California State Coastal Conservancy
NOAA Coastal Resiliency Grant Program
Wildlife Conservation Board (Proposition 1E)

This photo was taken from the Fulmor road bridge looking across Andy Albin’s property toward Port Kenyon.
The storm on February 6, 2015 delivered four to five inches of rain in less than 24 hours.
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How can you help?

There are a number of ways in which you can help the SRWC:
• Attend our monthly meetings which are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 3:00 pm at the Ferndale Fire
Department, Brown Street.
• Volunteer to join a committee (fund raising, education and outreach).
• Stay informed about this project by “following” our website at www.saltriverwatershed.org and receive email
updates.

Salt River Watershed Council
PO Box 778
Ferndale, CA 95536
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